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REDEMPTION

Redemption . . . where would any of us be without it? A second chance, a 2do-over,° the
grace to say 2'm sorry,° the wisdom to forgive others and ourselves . . . these are the vel
characteristics that resonate at the core of what it means to be human. And yet so often

dig in our heals to Ind arti!cial safety in the black-and-white decision to label one another.
#e tendency is in all of us to make the irrevocable decision once-and-for-all about who a

person is * it gives us the illusion of control. | am convinced that we create the divide of

4us® and 2hem.° not because we are mean or evil, but because we are human and vulner
and afraid £ we think that if we can put boundaries around despair or misfortune then we
ourselves, will be safe and immune.

Here's the deal. Each of us is one personal tragedy or a couple paychecks away from fe
shaken and uncertain about the world. None of us can identify when it is that a major for
will appear in our road. It can literally be one day to the next.

| had the privilege of talking with a beautiful young 30-something woman the other day.
While | had noticed over time that she seemed withdrawn and 2out-of-it,° | was intrigued
that she came to the shelter everyday well-dressed, even stylish. While she was certainl
humble and unassuming, you could tell that she had lived another life.

What shocked me is how parallel her life was to mine. She had been married to a wonde
man, the love of her life. #ey had two children, ages 6 and 9. #ey had a beautiful home,
impeccably decorated yet warm and full-of-love + a place where the kitchen was the heal
and soul and gathering place for many. #ey werent wealthy by Fortune 500 standards, b
they lived so very grateful for the many luxuries that life a$orded them. No one in the
family was violent or unstable; no one abused drugs or alcohol; education and a high wol
ethic were valued by all.

And then the unimaginable happened. Dad had purchased a hunting ri%e to take up a n
hobby. Of course, being a novice and not having developed a habit or routine yet, he left
the gun in a place where he shouldnt have. #e youngest son thought it was a toy. Mom

watched her son innocently and playfully shoot and kill her other son and husband.

#e world stopped for my friend, Lucretia, that day. It literally stopped. Some would say
she lost her mind. She will tell you she lost her soul. | will tell you that the pain | feel whe
| talk to her is visceral and unbearable.

I have heard those who dont know Lucretia's story describe her in many pejorative ways:
lazy, crazy, promiscuous, a junkie, and a few nastier labels | wont share. Well-meaning
people are angry that she cant be 8xed.° She looks like someone who should have it all
together. And there-in lies the danger of stereotypes and judgments . . . how often woul
we reach out to hug another instead of judge them if we knew their heartache, their story
their grief?

#ank you, Lucretia, for helping me learn that people are not always what
they appear, that life is not always black or white and that taking a
moment to listen will change me forever. We know you havent found
your second chance, your redemption yet + but we're here for you, rooting
for you to make it.
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We cordially invite you to attend our

10th AnnualP==<2)
UNDERWEAR &

OPENARHOUSE

Wi
Monday, December 7, 2009
5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Lawrence Education Center

I"#$%089%6' I (Yor(") % Yo++#

on the Borgess Medical Center Campu

On Christmas DaylwC will joyfully celebrate the holidays with our members (the people we serve)
and give presents to hundreds of people in need of comfort.
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A young man's journey Lighting up

to give back lives for over
by Kenny Siebel 15 yearS

Before | came tdwC, | was living on the streets and had , name igde "L and
no way to obtain basic everyday needs. | would be Iuck?}\'frbslt started rolliﬁ

| got food because | had no money. | used to go several dl VIV 9
days at a time without eating. | had no place to clean candles witibylvia

myself or my clothing. | found out how it felt to wear Cglﬂil'tig:;[gggﬁjriw:{ocr]
- ' | i
week-old, unwashed clothing and be so !lthy it made me &002_ | had been homeless since 18BEC had

sick. | was ashamed of myself and could only imagine . s
others thought of me. Alsg, I had no mailing )élddre%s sﬁ’come my second family + it kept me o# the streets, let

- me clean my clothes and helped me get ID. Sylvia gave me
couldnt even hope to get a job. To make matters worse, Iore responsibility in tli@andle"Projecthan anyone had

I
ggglr?éﬂgnngoebdody who cared enough to help me, but thaﬂ: a while. She also let me help give out presents on

Christmas Day. | personally found all this responsibility an
| learned abowwC from another place who couldnt helphonor + it's been a part of the payback for helping me over

me. When | Irst stepped inMwC, | came only to use the many years of being a membbtveE.
the many services the shelter had to o#er. | was given

hygiene items to take showers, free food, public restrooms L
daytime shelter, some forms of entertainment, phones, and ~C

if needed, a mailing address to receive mail. Even thoug;!gdr hand-crafted, non-drip candles are boxed in pairs.

had done nothing for them, | was not treated like @ hOm&~(|qr5 include white, red, green, blue, pink, purple, and
less bum, but instead was treated with respect, dignity, aRGvent pairings. $is year we have added new colors to

compassion. select fromWMU colors (brown and gold) and

After a month of going tdwC, | started to get to know  K"Collegecolors (black and orange). Why not show

the sta#, not only as employees but for who they were. dedication to your alma mater by purchasing these candles?
$ey are all good-hearted people who care about others ashely, students, why not challenge each other to see who can
do everything they can to help people, even though it gossll the most candles? 100% of the proceeds bene!ts the
unappreciated at times. | wanted to Ind ways to help  shelter&

because | was grateful for what they did for me. $ey mag,. .andies are the perfect gifts for clients, employees,
me feel better about myself and gave me hope, even Whﬁ&libay party favors, and 2hostess® gifts, as well as an

thought there was none. | also learned that some of the o ; P
- .~ ~excellent addition to your gift baskets + the possibilities are
sta# went through what | had and they turned their lives . jess& yourg P

around. With help, | knew | could do the same thing. ,
| also formed friendships with quite a few of the sta# + Candles are available

something | never really had and desperately needed. for purchase &wC

. ... and other locations
One day | overheard sta# mention volunteer opportunitieg.. ,<s the commu-

| decided it was my chance to !nally return the favor. At .. (Please check
Irst, | just washed tables and chairs so people could eat website for a more
clean environment. A few weeks later, | did small tasks {QL; .o list.)

the kitchen sta# + sweeping, cleaning up outside, bringinFq o

in donations, and working in the warehouse. or more informa-

| have been told that volunteeringylatC is not a require- tr:c(;?pﬁghrt]%vg ?ll#: an
ment. However, these people, many who | see as friendﬁlease contact ’

go out of their way to help those in-need and they have Alaina Parker at
done more for me than 269.343.6073 x15
anyone could imagine. T '
As their friend and as a
member oMwC, | will

continue to help them ‘
in any way | can.

Kenny SiebeMwC
member, sorting oEEEE——
donated toiletry items to The Candle Project

be used by others



NOW HEAR THIS! It takes a Village

Many of us have sat in our cars at by Mary Jane Holcomb
busy intersections and listened to the
heavy bass of a nearby car wondering
how that individual could possibly
tolerate the magnitude of that sound.
One of our members nam@dvon
recently came tdwC asking for help
with hearing aids having learned of
signilcant hearing loss in both ears following frequent

I

episodes of _Iistening to I_oud music in her car. With tears| teens, fowers for the dining room, homemade breads
eyes she said 2| had no idea that would cause hearing Iqﬁ &ns and organically raised meat. " Not only did the ’
Following an appointment ldearing Specialists of vendors send leftover produce, they specilcally brought
Kalamazoo she came to us hoping for help with $200 soextra produce to donate to the meals cookéd@t

she could receive two hearing aids and professional coupgejenerosity of these people including the volunteers
throughHEAR NOW and theStarkey Hearing Founda-  who worked sel/essly for a year to get the market up and
tion. MwC reached out for help and two local churches running is very heartwarming. It takes a Village indeed.
and a nonprolt organization generously agreed to pay the

$200 necessary for our member to receive help. #is 6?‘ Community that WOI'kS together

particular member does receive Medicaid, but because

State cutbacks, there is no coverage for hearing aids. g|sQ p|ayS together

Devon has r_eceived her hearing aids and is very gratefuﬁ)ogay we had a busy summer is an understatéedt%
the generosity of our community and the suppdn@.  embers participated in a variety of activities over the past
several months + some that gave hope and others that
allowed them to let go of their worries. ¥e/C
Restoring dignity’ one action at a ti men's Groupsaw Ter_r Perry's latest moiary of a
i ] ad Black Womanompliments dRave "eatre and they
As we cut the last few bars of soap into pieces to hand tg4yeled to Benton Harbor, Michigan to l2enita Perry
people t{iking showers, we _asked ourse_lves where the dighig¥skitchen Manager and Head Cook, give a motiva-
was in giving someone a sliver of soap instead of a COMgRIg) talk about substance abuse recovery. Members
bar? enjoyed a playful (but competitive) softball game with the
A few months ago, our supply of personal hygiene item&alamazoo Department of Public Safetsho showed no
had been depleted in a matter of days. #e donations of mercy. KDPS leflwC in the dust as they scored run after
toiletry items we expected to come in never did. With theun. Chief Hadleypitched for KDPS and the o&cers
help of the&Kalamazoo Gazetfave announced that our  shared their mitts when they were up to bat. #anks to
cupboards were bare. Within hours, people started to btibhgStacey Randolplvho organized the KDPS team and
in donations. We received calls from service clubs, studesterved the baseball !eld for the game.

organizations, troops, businesses, churches and individygénpers also helped (and continue to Mg sta*
who wanted to start collections of personal hygiene iteMgith daily tasks like folding and sealing envelopes, sorting
Buddy Hannahprompted hidalk It Up radio show items, cleaning up the building, and the list goes on¥s

listeners to bring donations to the station. #ey surpriseo\Ne also thantsreenleaf Trusfor donating tickets to see

him with nearly 40 grocery bagsfamazoo Valley .

District Dental Societyprovided thousands of tooth- the USTA Tennis Tofurlnamenat Kalamazo? College. :

brushes and tubes of toothpaste. And we were grateful to be present at Ka amazoo Centra S
homecoming game @euglass Community Association

We were also moved by the support that came from othefngible Baptist Churchheld a Pre-Game Pantry Party

nonpro't organizations &irls Scouts Heart of West food drive to beneMwC and two other local agencies.
Michigan, Goodwill, YMCA, Girls on the Run, Kalama-

zoo Rotary ClubandLegal Aid of Western Michigat
who shared their resources and encouraged their member-
ships to donate.

We extend sincere thanks to everyone who helped restore
dignityandrespedan the lives of the hundreds of people
who rely oMwC for a hot shower and good hygiene.

Additionally, we would like to tha@lonsort Display

Group for donating newlwC display materials, and

Wolverine Pipelinewho generously donated paint and two

days of labor to transform the interior of our building into

a more cheerful place to be. Come on down and take a look%

Farmers are often said to be

the “salt of the earth'. In this

case they were the meat and

potatoes, too. From the !rst

season of thexas Township

Saturday Farmer's Markatame a weekly carload of fresh
vegetables and fruits, including raspberries, blueberries,
Jears, apples, multiple varieties of organically grown lettuce




Finding Gifts Through Grief e

by Beverly Miner having over 200 people

Edwards to cook for&

On Saturday, July 11, %is year, we had gift

my sonPhillip C. bags for adults, children,

Edwardswould have toddlers, infants, and

turned 26 years old. those who are diabetic.

He was taken from us Putting the bags together

in January of last year, was probably the most

following an accident fun £ and challenging

on US-131. He was to really think about

alone and cold, individual needs and

waiting for someone make the donations

to Ind him where his Phillio C. Edwards stretch. Kendra, w_ho had

truck had rolled o# July 11, 1983 - January 23, 2008 [ D€ in Houston this

the road and thrown ’ ’ year, sent rain ponchos
MwC Volunteer Coordinator, Alaina him into the snow. for everyone. Every bag was given out that day.
Eﬁ{ﬁﬁ;ﬁ;‘lﬁiﬁgﬁ'lyu'f,gﬁveagﬂfmajcpg,;'"ps Phil was taken far t00  As | sit here today, | am still llled with gratefulness that
July 11, 2009 soon from this life God has brought me to this place, even though it was

with much leftto do.  through a huge loss. | am thinking about January 23, the
Phillip used to talk to his sistéendra Edwardsand me  anniversary of Phillip's death, or his @rebirth® to the other
about his plans to help those who are homeless. We nesigle. Nobody should ever have to su#er in the cold alone.
actually knew, until people spok On Saturday, January 23, 2010,

at his funeral, just how much he we plan to have a special Winter

quietly did for others who couldnt : : event with hot stew, apple crisp
a#ord to pay him. His dream was He Wanted h 1S Ilfe and gifts of warmth. My hope is

to build homes, and create a to Stand for Somethin that each year we will be able to

training/mentoring carpentry do more and grow. %e third
program so people could turn I I phase will be Phil's carpentry
things around in their own lives. more than JUSt hImSEI Iegapy + th&uition, Tools and
One thing he did was buy glove Turning it Around Program

and cheeseburgers in the wintef; If you would like to know more
and drive around Inding people who needed them. He apout thePhillip C. Edwards New Life Projecind
honoring his wish. being at the heart of all this activity. | look forward to a
It seemed only natural on Phil's birthday, to do somethin¢png and enduring friendship.

he would have done if he were here, and to have many -

people share in his memory. So his sister and | decided to -

honor him each year by giving gifts and preparing his . .

favorite birthday meal for those who are homélkssa SOC|aI WOFk begInS at the
Parkerreally helped us to know how we could go about

this, and invited us to come and learn how it all works atfro nt deSk

MwC. 1 dont know what we would have done without  \ve are delighted to welcome six new employees who
Denita PerryandPat_nma Jackson'sxpertise in the are servinfiwC in a variety of capacities.

Eric Johnsomade beautiul music that others couidnt  SImone Snydejoins the social work team as Social

; o . Work Coordinator overseeing front desk operations

help but sing to. All the sta# is incredible, funny, warm, and securityBrannon Pierma?assists with gecurity
and an absolute joy to work with and learn from. Michael Padleyis our Weekend Coordinator and .

It is we who have received the gift in all this. It's di$cult 8helli Quirogajoins the front desk sta# as a Program
describe the depth of the hole that is left inside when YOUesistant. We are also excited to welcome two WMU

lose your child or sibling. So much love and sense of
purpose are shatched away. But what | found through Work-study studentSheela Andersoand

MwC, is a whole bunch of people who have known deep”Zmen Williamsas front desk workers.

pain and still have the love of God in them + people who, L

regardless of their own circumstance, took the time to —C

know me, hug me, and ask about Phillip. My grief, on  n our August 2009 newsletter, we printed Charles Edward
those days, is transformed into tears of thankfulness andkirk's manner of death not his cause of death, a heart attack.
joy. %ere is nothing better than seeing people smile,  We extend our deepest sympathy to Mr. Kirk's family.

U7




Urgent Needs Plan ahead, make a \ l /
Can you help us by donating these much-needed suppligfifference for others -

Meat / Pasta / Vegetables Toothpaste / Toothbrushes

Colee / Tea / Hot Cocoa Deodorant / Razors

New warm clothing: Feminine hygiene products
shirts, underwear, socks,  Chapstick / Lotion / Vaseline
hats, scarves & gloves Large storage bins with lids

www.ministrywithcommunity.org.

Become a fan dfwC on Facebook and share your

Leaving a legacy has NeVeE AVE A LEGACY"
been easier.

our privilege to help you incluslevC in your estate plans.
Please contact Kendra Stetser Rowe at 269.343.6073 x12
and she will connect you with a trusted attorney in the

For a list of other general needs, please visit our website at  community.

It would be

Remember: when you leave a legacy, you make a
di"erence for future generations in our community.

experiences, make comments, and keep up with our
urgent needs, events and activities.

t :PV IBWF B TFBTPOBM BEESFTT ZPV E
t hF OBNF T PO ZPVS OFXTMFUUFS Olﬁg

t 8F BSF TFOEJOH ZPV EVOMJDBUFT PEHY

Referral program bene®ts/C

Please let us know if:
t :PV IBWF NPWFE PS BSF QMBOOJOH UP

AT %“%%m

For every new persbiwC

refers to H&R BlockVwC will

é_eceive 225. Just takéneC
lock and the rewards start

Sfree our website for more details and

t :PV XPVME MJLF UP CF SFNPWFE Gsﬁ%PrE‘b%yﬂ"éSWB%‘h MJTU

Contact Kelly Henderson at 269.343.6073 x13 or at
0"ce@ministrywithcommunity.org to have your record updated

Ve never sell, rent or share your personal information.

corrected. Design and layout are generously provided by Bev Kirk.

Our Mission

$e mission ofMinistry with Communitg to provide food, daytime shelter and other basic services to central Kalamazoo's homeless, poor] mentally ill
and hard-to-serve adults. $rough community cooperation we provide these services in an atmosphere of dignity, hope and unconditiorfal acceptant

Ministry with Community
440 N. Church St.
Kalamazoo, M| 49007-3326

Sta! phone line: 269.343.6073
Member phone line: 269.343.5880
Fax: 269.343.0508
www.ministrywithcommunity.org
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